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A Study on Roof-End Tiles with Lotus Design of
the Early Excavated in the Ulsan Area

- Focused on the relics of Bangu-dong, Jung—gu, Ulsan -

Ji, Yun Mi

Department of Cultural Assets
The Graduate School
Gyeongju University

(Supervised by Professor Kang Bong Won)

(Abstract)

This study examined the changing process and period of 278 roof-end tiles
with lotus design of the early excavated in the Ulsan area by analyzing their
attributes and categorizing them according to types. They were also compared
with their counterparts excavated in Gyeongju to estimate their origin.
Ulsan'’s local characteristics were considered to figure out why roof-end tiles
with lotus design of the early, which used to be excavated in Shilla Kingdom,
were excavated in the Ulsan area.

Based on the categories according to types, the attributes of the roof-end
tiles with lotus design of the early excavated in the Ulsan area and their
accompanying artifacts were taken into consideration to determine three
stages.

The first stage is as follows: Type I is included in the stage and expresses
typical roof-end tiles with lotus design of the early with six—leaf single lotus
design and ridges in the middle of each lotus leaf.

The second stage is as follows: Type II and III fall under this stage, which
saw changes to the lotus leaves and ovaries. The lotus flowers have eight or
ten leaves, and the roof-end tiles with lotus design of the early take the
typical form.

And the third stage is as follows: Type IV corresponds to the stage, which

completely differs from the first and second stage. The compound leaf is
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divided in the middle by the ridge.

The roof-end tiles with lotus design of the early of Ulsan were compared
with their counterparts of Gyeongju in terms of accompanying artifacts,
attributes, and male roof tiles. The comparison results show that the former
were made in the early to middle 7th century and went through changes
from Stage 1 through Stage 2 to Stage 3. As for the amount of artifacts
excavated by the stages, Stage 1 of the early 7th century recorded the
biggest amount. It’s because all the artifacts were collected from the surface
except for the relics in Bangu-dong and Yangsujeong. In addition, the
construction of official buildings and Buddhist temples was the most active in
the early 7th century with only maintenance efforts added since the
construction until the unification.

There are many dongbeomwas among the roof-end tiles with lotus design of
the early excavated in Gyeongju, and it's the same with the roof-end tiles
with lotus design of the early among the relics of Ulsan. The result suggests
a possibility that they were manufaetured in Gyeongju and distributed to the
city and Ulsan. In other words, the roof-end tiles with lotus design of the
early excavated in Ulsan were the supply of Gyeongju roof tiles.

Literatures and archeological data were examined to figure out why roof-end
tiles with lotus design of the early were excavated in Ulsan. Adjacent to
Gyeongju, the capital of Shilla, Ulsan played a very important role in the
country evolving into an ancient kingdom. An outer port of Shilla, it was the
gate to its exchanges and foreign diplomacy. As a result, Ulsan started its
construction of official buildings and Buddhist temples early and developed
the industry of roof tiles.

Since the study is limited to the roof-end tiles with lotus design of the
early excavated from the Bangu-dong relics, the results may contain a leap
in logic. Another limitation is that it didn’t investigate the artifacts excavated
in the rest of the Ulsan area. Full-scale researches on Ulsan’s roof tiles have
not started yet, which means that new data can lead to revisions to the
study. The significance of the study lies in that it reviewed and sorted out
the roof-end tiles with lotus design of the early excavated in the Ulsan area.
The results will hopefully make a contribution to the researches on Ulsan’s

roof tiles.
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