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A Study on Short mounted Cups excavated from
Tombs in the Gyeongju Area

Song, Sang Woo

Department of Cultural Assets
The Graduate School
Gyeongju University

(Supervised by Professor Kang, Bong Won)

(Abstract)

As representative of the latter style pottery in Silla, during the
Three Kingdoms period, short mounted cups(ZiMl =4k, goblets) have
been studied that were made in Gyeongju during the sixth century.
This was when the tomb system changed from the wooden chamber
tomb with a stone mound(#if1 A#FH) into a caved stone chamber
tomb (k& WA A= ). Cups found in each tomb system were analyzed
and compared. Also, near the time the cups were created,
Hwangryongsa temple(‘2fE<:) was established. It's quite easy to
recognize these short mounted cups as a remarkable relic of a certain
period of time since they were widely found in the entire region of the
Silla dynasty up to seventh century after.

In order to clarify the culture during the time of Silla, it's prudent
to examine the design of short mounted cups from Gyeongju, which
was the capital of the Silla dynasty. Therefore, the focus of this thesis
1s the typological analysis of short mounted cups excavated from
tombs in the Gyeongju area.

The purpose of this master’s thesis is to understand the transition
of short mounted cups and to place it in chronological order. First,
short mounted cups excavated from the wooden chamber tombs with a
stone mound were analyzed. Second, short mounted cups from caved
stone chamber tombs were also analyzed. The two results were then
compared against each other.

While focusing on the form of the end of foot of the cups in
established studies, a large opening called ‘Toochang’ (%% and a
small opening named ‘“Toogong (i%4L) were not definitively examined in
the past, but are clearly defined in this thesis. Moreover, it appears
that the most effective ways to see the changes in time order of short
mounted cups during the Silla tomb style transition are the form of
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the end of foot of the cups and the combinations of the small and
large openings in the foot of the cups.

According to the existing theories, a short mounted cup only refers
to very short footed mounted cups with a prominent cover-supporting
rim(ZF W), In this study, during sixth and seventh century mounted
cups which have equal proportions, as well as ones which have
shorter foot part than cup part were classified as a sub-category of
short mounted cups. Short mounted cups were classified into three
different patterns; that is, (a) non cover-supporting rim forms, (b)
cover-supporting rim forms 1, and (c) cover-supporting rim forms 2.
(a) and (b) can be differentiated by the existence of cover—supporting
rims, while (b) and (c) can be distinguished by the projecting lines of
the foot parts. Each pattern (a, b, and c¢) was then subclassified into 4
different patterns according to the features of the end of foot and the
combinations with large openings or small openings. The coexistence
and time order of these artifacts was confirmed through analyzing
other relics and by seriation method. Lastly, three different stages of
short mounted cups were defined based on chronological order from
the early sixth century to the late seventh century. The features of
each of these three stages were also examined.

It was confirmed that short mounted cups were made during the
time from extinctive period of the wooden chamber tombs with a
stone mound until the period of prosperity marked by caved stone
chamber tombs and pottery with stamped ornamental designs(FI{EAZ+
28). Unlike established dichotomous thinking that long footed mounted
cups with two-tiered arrangement of a large opening around the foot
(CBEBAEM M) are synonymous with wooden chamber tombs with
stone mounds and short mounted cups are synonymous with caved
stone chamber tombs, short mounted cups were not only found in
newly excavated caved stone chamber tombs but they were also
present in the wooden chamber tombs with stone mounds.
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