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Study of the development of Silla dynasty and the transition
of the system of tombs

Chot Myung—-Soo

Department of Cultural Property Studies
The Graduate School
Gyeongju University

(Supervised by Professor Kang, Bong—won)

(Abstract)

This paper is the study on the development process in Silla dynasty and the transition
process, the characteristics of the system of tombs.

Refer to the transition process of the system of tombs in Silla dynasty simply, wooden
coffin tomb is presumed the system of tombs transmitted by the immigrants of
Wimanchosun(BC 2CK - 1C %)) and this system of tombs continued till the
transformation of wooden chamber tomb (AD 2C #]).

Wooden coffin tomb was the core of the system of tombs in the early Saro chiefdom.

In this period though the ruler of capital village did not controlled a ruler of the
province village perfectly, He accomplished the role of an priest and political ruler
together. Wooden chamber tomb is presumed the system of tombs transmitted by the
immigrants in the northwest region (AD 2C #4?).

In this period Samhan have been changed, Saro chiefdom have been growed the leader
of Jinhan league. In this period the organization of society have been changed from
individual and independent province village system to a powerful and unified capital
village system on the based economic and military capacity.

In a such case of wooden coffin tomb and wooden chamber tomb, the transition of the
system of tombs is presumed related to the migration of the immigrants in the
northwest region. In consideration the tradition and conservatism of the system of
tombs, I think that the transition of the system of tombs is a result of the continued
cultural acceptance and internal development.

And I think that the fixing process of the system of tombs was accomplished by the

harmony of immigrants and native group. I think that the transmission of culture is
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considered in two aspect. That is the aspect of diffusionism and that of evolutionism .
In consideration the gradual progress of the culture of tomb, I agree the theory of
internal appearance on the origin of wooden chamber with stone mound.

I think that the appearance of wooden chamber with stone mound was cultural criterion

that Silla dynasty had been developing the ancient kingdom.
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