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A study on the iconography of peach expressed in the
folk painting of the late Joseon Dynasty

Lee Kyung Mi

Department of Culture Assets
The Graduate School
Gyeongju University

Supervised by Professor Do, Jin Young

(Abstract)

‘Peach’ is one of the materials that frequently appear in Northeast Asian
art. It also appears in various expressions in folk paintings in the late Joseon
Dynasty. Peaches are regarded as symbols of ‘Abundance’, ‘Longevity’, and
‘Auspiciousness’ in the history of our nation, and has appeared in various
artwoks. The peach tree was recognized as to ward off evil spirits. Its fruit
was recognized as a special fruit enjoyed by Shin-ShunGififlli: Taoist
immortals).

This idea originated in ancient China. The earliest record of peaches in
China was around the 4th century BC, founded in TSanhaegyeong(LLI#F#E):
Classic of Mountains and Seass; According to this, it is mentioned that the
peach was a divine being who punished evil spirits.

Peach seeds are steadily excavated from archaeological excavation sites.

This indicates that peaches have a symbolic meaning as a sacred being in
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rituals related to ancestral rites and appears in various shamanistic rituals.

Representative examples include the story of the Bando shamanistic rituals
of Seowangmo(the Queen mother of the West), the founding myth of Park
Hyukgeose in Silla Dynasty, and the marriage story of Heo Hwang-ok of
Gaya Dynasty.

Peaches appeared in crafts mostly and were not seen in paintings until the
early Joseon Dynasty. In the late Joseon Dynasty, the artwork areas was
expanded; the iconography of peaches began to appear frequently in paintings
as well as crafts. It is probably due to the belief in blessings to overcome the
devastated public sentiment after experiencing several wars, and at the same
time, the number of wealthy middle classes increased due to the development
of commerce in the late Joseon Dynasty. Peaches have become a symbol with
the meanings of ‘Exorcism’, ‘Longevity and Happiness’, and ‘Lucky fortune’,
so that a variety of wishes can be expressed with peaches only. As a result,
peaches have become important subjects leading the change in Minhwa(Folk
painting) that created a new trend in the cultural world in the late Joseon
Dynasty.

This study traces the expression techniques and changes of the peach
iconography, focusing on four types of paintings: <Yojiyeondo>,
<Sipjangsaengdo>, <Chaekgeori>, and <Moonjado>.

In order to make it easy to grasp the changing patterns over time,
<Yojiyeondo> and <Sibjangsaengdo> were classified by type.

Since <Chaekgeori> and <Munjado> are abstract or have a lot of design
elements added to them, they are classified according to the shape and
chronological order of the peach iconography transformed as objects.

The shape change of each element of the peach iconography and the
change of technique, and the change pattern centering on the hwajeommun(ft
BEE) and taejeom(fA#Y) were examined based on the analyzed contents.

The chronological age of the artworks was estimated by taking both the
paintings of ‘Court painting’ and ‘Folk painting’, including works of the court
style, as the subject of analysis. As a result, the peach iconography showed a
process of ‘Before schematization - Schematization - Dismantling’ in terms
of form and technique toward the end of the Joseon Dynasty.

This study develops as follows. In Chapter I, the significance and

purpose of the study were mentioned, and the awareness of the problem was
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further clarified through previous research. The research method and research
subject were introduced based on this. Before conducting a full-scale analysis,
Chapter II examines the background of the era in which the peach
iconography in the late Joseon Dynasty was established. Examine the origin
and development of peaches from ancient China to the Korean Peninsula.
Along with the propagation and popularity of Taoist ideas, this study
examined whether peaches were established as an ‘Immortality medicine’ and
examined the prevalence of folk paintings in the late Joseon Dynasty.

After the understanding of this was preceded, Chapter Il focused on the
detailed analysis of the works. <Yojiyeondo>,  <Sipjangsaengdo>,
<Chaekgeori>, and <Munjado>, in which peach iconography were frequently
expressed in folk paintings in the late Joseon Dynasty, were analyzed in order
of sociocultural and economic meaning, and the position and iconography of
peach iconography according to artworks were analyzed. Changes in the
expressed artistic style, coloring methods and techniques were analyzed and
studied.

In <Yojiyeondo(¥%ith’s2[E > the peach iconography was drawn as a
symbolic background at the entrance of the gate and the entire land to greet
the military ships attending the banquet. It was indirectly known that this
peach icon symbolizes the ‘Immortal Medicine’ of the Queen Mother of the
West to be dedicated to King Yew, and is a symbolic expression of her wish
for a safe ‘longevity’ in a time when it was impossible to know even an inch
ahead due to the war. In terms of expression techniques, the transitional
aspect from ink painting to color painting and the transformation as a
decorative painting could be known through the Taejeom and Hwajeommun.

<Shipchangsaengdo( "= > is a artwork for the purpose of wishing for
‘Longevity’. The changing aspects of the peach iconography are relatively well
represented. It was possible to estimate the chronology of works whose
chronology is unknown through the classification of the format of the data
and the changing aspect of the expression method. It was observed that the
peach, which had been placed in small parts as one of the subjects of <Ten
Longevity Islands>, gradually emerged as the central icon of this work.

In <Chaekgeori>, the peach iconography not only symbolizes ‘Immortality’,
but also means ‘Three multiples’ in the form of a small fruit, and the

peach-shaped Yeonjeok(Water Dropper) contains the meaning of ‘Lucky life’
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and ‘Femininity’, promoting Confucianism. The peach effectively symbolized
the ’Integrity of Scholars' in the peach-shaped gourd. The peach iconography
in <Chaekgeori> made it possible to distinguish between court painting and
folk painting. Vessels, Water dropper, and Gourds containing peaches in court
paintings were expressed as rare items used in the court. In folk paintings,
the peach iconography was expressed in a tawdry but free manner.

In <Munjado(XFIl&l)>, peaches frequently appear when symbolizing
‘Righteousness’, a virtue of Confucianism. There were many cases where
peaches were drawn on the upper half of the characters, and this was mainly
a symbolic expression of ‘Dowongyeol-ui(MkE#%52%): Oath of the Peach
Garden’. The peach iconography went beyond the transitional stage in the late
Joseon Dynasty, and the standardized form was destroyed and the
schematization intensified. It appeared as a result that the painting was
simplified to supply for mass demand, and in terms of coloring or
composition, the degree of completeness or painting quality was lowered
compared to the previous <Munjado: Character Drawing>. In folk painting,
there were many works that showed individuality and creativity.

In Chapter IV, the pattern of change of the peach iconography by type
was analyzed based on the peach iconography analyzed by artworks in the
previous section. The aspects of change such as Taejeom and Hwajeommun,
the position of the peach on the screen, and the expression of the flower
were digitized by type for each work, and the expression aspects of the peach
iconography according to the times were arranged. In Chapter V, the results
of research so far are summarized and the symbol and meaning of the
research on the peach iconography expressed in the folk paintings of the late
Joseon Dynasty, and the significance of the research on the peach
iconography in the history of painting are concluded.

Peaches have always existed in the daily life of our people. Folk paining is
not only a painting to appreciate, but also has a great function to decorate
our living space. The fact that a lot of peaches are drawn in folk paintings
means that they are closely related to life, so peaches can be said to be the
source of artistic inspiration for our nation. The chaotic social atmosphere
caused by the war in the late Joseon Dynasty made people’'s lives
impoverished, but left room for ‘Regeneration’. Through folk paintings, we can

see the thoughts of the middle class and the civilian class who emerged as a
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new class in the late Joseon Dynasty. Despite the hardships of life, the
optimistic will to accept and overcome the hardships is concentrated in the

peaches.
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