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The Pearl Rounded Pattern in the Magao Caves in
Dunhuang

Wang zhi chen

Department of Culture Assets
The Graduate School
Gyongju University

Supervised by Professor Chang young soo

(Abstract)

Duhuang located at Tianshan North Road and Tianshan South Road
crossroads on the Silk Road that is cultural relic from Western
Regions entered to China as a gateway. Based on the geographical
location, dunhuang has many factors of the Western regions. The
Mogao Grottoes, known as the "Thousand-Buddha Caves", is a
Buddhist site located at southeast of Jiuquan City, Gansu Province. It
was inscribed on the World Cultural Heritage list in 1987.

The rounded pearl pattern is composed of continuous round
beads, sometimes into strips, arranged on the edge of the main pattern
or the fabric, sometimes in a rhombus shape filled with flowers,
animals, or other shapes.

The research method entailed literature research and the analysis
of the artifacts of Dunhuang MogaoGrottoes. The conclusions are as
follows: Foreigners mainly influenced the rounded pearl pattern that
later became popular in China. At present, most academic researchers
believe that it originated from the Sasan Dynasty of Persia.

_ix_



Migrating between different races in the northern Dynasties as
the fusion and the contact relations of power in the east and west,
east Asia, west Asia culture and arts, interact each other along the
silk road, rounded pearl pattern was introduced into China during the
Northern Dynasties, and the Chinese people extensively love them.
Chinese people based on the main patterns to transform and apply
them, at the Sui and Tang Dynasties has become a trendy decoration
pattern.

The research content is limited to the Sui and Tang Dynasties'
ornamentation of animals and plants. In other periods, the study of the
rounded pearl pattern mainly focuses on the filaments of the rounded
pearl pattern and grotto temple patterns from Wei, Jin to Sui, and
Tang Dynasties. This study sorted out rounded pearl patterns and
included geometric figures, such as straight lines, bow, wheel,
rectangle, and polygon. These pictures include a variety of different
patterns, like animals and flowers. Under the influence of Sassanian
civilization, the bead pattern appeared in the Northern Dynasty, which
was very simple. The pattern gradually became more and more
complex when the Sui Dynasty reached its peak. Entering the middle
and late Tang Dynasty, the bead pattern slowly diminished and

became monotonous again.

Keywords: HA%#3(The pearl rounded pattern), =gtA=
(Mogao Grottoes in Dunhuang), M2 A|o} ARAEE(The Sasan Dynastiy
of Persia), =A+% w5 (Cultural exchange in the east and west), Al

a

= wY(Pattern of animals and plants)
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