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A Study of standards for designation of traditional
Temple of Eunhaesa Mountain temple in Mt.
Palgongsan

Lee Sang Guk

Department of Culture Assets
The Graduate School
Gyongju University

Supervised by Professor Oh se deok

(Abstract)

In 1987, <Traditional Temples Preservation Act> was established to
manage traditional temples systematically. In 2009, the act was
changed to <Traditional Temples Preservation and Support Act> that
has been enforced up to now. The designation system of Korean
traditional temples produced positive effects in diverse aspects, such as
the management of temples and visitors’ perception change. However,
the criteria for designating traditional temples are not clear. To solve
the problem, this researcher proposed a new system called
<Traditional Temples Rating System>.

Before the proposed new system was described, <Traditional Temples
Preservation and Support Act> was looked into, and the designation
conformity of traditional temples in Gyeongsangbuk-do was analyzed.
The current state of traditional temples designation was analyzed in
three categories: traditional temples by local government, traditional
temples by religious order of Buddhism and cultural assets, and
traditional temples by years of history after their foundation . As a

result, six traditional temples or so were designated in terms of local
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governments; Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism has the largest number
of traditional temples in term of religious order of Buddhism;
traditional temples with at least fifty years of history were designated.
Mountain temples of Mt. Palgongsan, an important cultural resource of
Buddhism in Gyeongsangbuk-do, met the conditions in <Traditional
Temples Preservation and Support Act> but failed to be designated as
traditional temples. Eight mountain temples in Eunhae-sa were
selected, and the designation conformity of traditional temples analyzed
earlier was applied to the mountain temples of Mt. Palgongsan. In this
way, the designation conformity of traditional temples was analyzed,
and its validity was reviewed. As a result, six traditional
temples—-Geojoam, Ghighiam, Myobongam, Baeheungam, Woomuam, and
Jungamam-were found to have the possibility of being designated as
traditional temples. A similar result was drawn in <Traditional

Temples Rating System>.
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