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A study on the Buddhist painting of a Buddhist

Painter, Duhoon in the 18® Century

Choi Myounghee

Department of Cultural Assets
The Graduate School
Gyeongju University

Supervised by Professor Jang, Yoeongsu

(Abstract)

Buddhist paintings are religious paintings, in which themes based on
Buddhist ideology must be drawn, which is the work of the visual
iconography of the doctrinal content by Buddhist scriptures. The Buddhist
paintings are the Majestic Ornamentation of the Buddha Hall, and they are
also objects of direct worship, playing a role as a medium for edification.

Korean Buddhist paintings were destroyed and looted due to the two
wars of the early Joseon Dynasty. However, fortunately, some of the
works of the late Goryeo and Joseon Dynasty have been handed down at
home and abroad. Buddhist paintings are religious paintings that require
the theme based on Buddhist ideology, and the visualization of iconizing
work of the doctrinal content, based on the Buddhist scriptures.

This thesis is a study on Buddhist paintings of Duhoon, who was
actively engaged in the Buddhist painting in the mid and late 18th century
during the reign of king, Yeongjo in the Joseon dynasty. Duhoon was an
official painter who left his works in the temples named Geunbongsa in
Gangwon-do, Jangyuksa in Yeongdeok, Gyeongsang-do, Daejeoksa in
Cheongdo, Sudasa in Seonsan, Jikjisa in Boeun, Chungcheong-do, and

Tongdosa in Yangsan, Gyeongsangdo for 20 years from 1755 to 1775.
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Duhoon left a total of 9 works. The works he created as Suhwasa (the
title of first painter) include the Temple, Yeongsanhoesangdo (1764) in the
Jangyuksa in Yeongdeok, Gwaebuldo (1766), Beopjusa Temple (1766),
Gwaebuldo in Tongdosa (1767), Siwangdo (1771) and Sazado (1771) in
Sudasa, and Dosolnaeuisang among Palsangdo(pictures drawing the eight
phases of the Buddha's life) in Tongdosa. In addition to them, Duhoon
was named as a Buddhist painter for Dancheong in Tongdosa Temple in
1759 along with the Buddha statue gilding at Jikjisa in Gimcheon in 1771.

The characteristic of Duhoon work is that the main Buddha is filled
with screens to the full. There is a difference in the size and volume of
the main Buddha and other Buddhas seen in the Yeongsan Hoesangdo,
and main Buddha is filled in the allocation of the screen in the Buddhist
temple created by Tongdosa. There is also the difference found in color
and pattern.

The color of Duhoon is generally bright and expresses many patterns in
the inner light. In particular, it can be confirmed that the flower patterns
are filled in the inner side of the Yeongsan Hoesangdo. Patterns were
tightly allocated in the Buddhist priest’s robes of Gaebuldo (Hanging
painting). The other feature of Duhoon is the expression of
Shingwang(spiritual light) in Gaebuldo. It is found that there is headlight
and body light of a circular Shingwang (spiritual light) in the Goebuldo,
in Bepjusa and Tongdosa. However, Shingwang is expressed only to the
shoulder line and the lower part is drastically omitted, which can be seen
as a unique and unconventional composition of Duhoon who tried to make
the main Buddha seen to be large to the maximum.

In particular, the works of Duhoon, Gaebuldo painted in 1766 in
Beobjusa Buddhist temple and Gaebuldo in 1767 in the Buddhist temple of
Tongdosa are the majestic Gaebuldo of the single figure with flowers that
can be representative of the 18 century, whose scale is grand and the art
of drawing is brilliant, which has been in the spotlight to relevant studies.
Gaebuldo, therefore, can be recognized as an important work that can
show Duhoon’s unique style and his work world. The characteristics of
Gaebuldo are that they are depicted as a bodhisattva-type majestic god
with a twig of lotus, and the entire screen is filled only with the main

Buddha. The upper body of the main Buddha is large and wide, and the
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lower body is short, which is an unrealistic human proportion. Meanwhile,
the overall screen is very bright and colorful, which has the characteristic
of describing realistically and meticulously. Apart from those features, it is
seen that Duhoon evenly created the upper Buddhist painting, the lower
Buddhist painting, while creating five judges among ten judges and one
lion in Sudasa Buddhist temple, and one Dosolewisang among the
Palsangdo of Tongdosa.

In 1755, Duhoon created the first Gamrodo under the supervision of his
teacher, Hubong in the Gunbongsa temple, but his work in Gangwon
Province is no longer seen. After that, Duhoon, who had a history of
working as a Tongdosa Dancheong painter in 1759, made Yeongsan
Hoesangdo for the first time in 1764, showing the style influenced by Lim
Han, who mainly worked in Tongdosa in terms of glowing clouds,
Shingwang pattern and Buddhist robe patterns. In 1767, Duhoon seems to
have solidified his position in Tongdosa by creating a Buddhist temple in
the flower bed of Tongdosa, in which Buddhist rituals had been infrequent
since Imhan

The artistic style of Imhan who led the Buddhist painting group in
Tongdosa seems to have had the deepest influence on Duhoon’s work, and
Jiveon who led the Buddhist painting group after Duhoon in Tongdosa

also seems to have inherited some of Duhoon’s style.
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