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The color and pigment of Koryo Buddhist painting

Submitted by Kang, cheong-hwa

Department of Cultural Properties

Graduate School of Gyeongju University

(Supervised by Professor Do, Jin-young and Chung Byung-Mo)

<Abstract>

Buddhism into Korea had influenced in many parts of our culture. Buddhist paintings
created during Koryo Dynasty (918~1392) maximized the sublime of religious painting
with the superb aesthetic works and profound faith keeping schematic consistency.
Buddhist paintings during Joseon Dynasty (1392~1910) seemed to be more simplified
and popularized than Koryo Buddhist paintings. But It approaches to people more
familiar and convincingly without realistic separation in their faith to adhere the
Buddhism. Most of religious paintings have been created in a rule that has a difficulty
to convey the ideas and characters of artist to others. It keeps the rules and tradition
which are not departed from the creed. In terms of that the two representative
Buddhist paintings in Korea have identities in applying pigments and coloration.
Koryo Buddhist paintings were painted mainly for upper class people or specialized
ones using inorganic pigment.

In contrast, Joseon Buddhist paintings are using the both organic pigments and
inorganic pigments applying mixed colors and simplified pattern.

The most significant feature of Koryo Buddhist painting is light and darkness. The
ground color of Koryo Buddhist painting is dark or sometimes even dyed with black.
In the paintings it used the both inorganic mineral pigment and organic pigment but

the most parts were painted with inorganic pigment and used liquid gold that was
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mixed with mud or calcium carbonate. It tried to use primary color and liquid gold
to make vivid color that can give pious atmosphere with reflected light from particles
of gold and inorganic pigment. The reflected light creates a sense of space can be
seen in depth contrast with dark ground color. The object seems to be more spiritual
and mysterious.

Joseon Buddhist paintings used white colors or bright base in their ground color. It
applied the same amounts of inorganic pigments and organic pigments using mixed
or superimposed colors. As a result, the colors of painting create less HSB (hue,
saturation, and brightness) and the lights disappear from the object. It can be
assumed that the five colored clouds or lights often can be seen in its paintings
seeking the lights of inorganic mineral pigment and gold. The pictures come out
clearly but seem to as two dimensionally. These features give a sense of popularity

and familiar idea to people.

83



[1] o} EltEA} b =0k 1.3k /144 7)




3hel /134 7]

=]
LN

oy
a;rf,ﬁ.l.i..i..v.:l.\l\\

N~
T
o
i
<
oF
4
I3
J
2
,AO
Gy
3
my
=)
_
0
—
o
D







	I. 머리말
	1. 본 연구의 목적
	2. 연구내용의 전개
	3. 연구방법

	II. 고려불화
	1. 고려불화의 흐름
	2. 고려불화의 도상
	3. 고려불화의 바탕재
	4. 고려불화에 쓰인 안료의 종류와 특징

	III. 고려불화와 조선불화의 안료분석
	1.  일본 센오쿠 박고관(泉屋博古館)의 분석자료
	2. 조선불화「대형불화 정밀보고서」
	3. 고려불화와 조선불화의 안료비교

	IV. 맺음말
	V. 참고문헌
	VI. 도상



