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<Abstract>

This purpose of this paper i1s to examine the characteristics of the
Rock-carved Standing Buddha on Geumosan Mountain, a place that
has long been recognized as a Spiritual mountain, in Gumi. It also
seeks the significance of carving Buddha on the summit of a
mountain. Before proceeding, both the characteristics of Geumosan
Mountain’s location and precisely dated Buddhas made during the
Goryeo Dynasty by carving the face of a cliff are studied.

The record of Geumosan Mountain can be found in “Ilseonji,”
compiled by Choi Hyun in 1681. The book mentions 34 temples,
Buddhist hermitages, and caves in Seonsan. The cited Bobong Temple,
however, is considered unrelated to a rock cliff Buddha.

Of the rock cliff Buddha carvings presumed to be from the Goryeo
Dynasty, the following four can be precisely dated: 981, Rock-carved
Bodhisattva in Jangam-ri, Icheon; 985, Stone Seated AvalokiteSvara
bodhisattva of Gaepo—dong in Goryeong; 1090, Seated buddha image
carved on rock surface in Heungyang-ri, Wonju, and 1111,
Rock-carved Standing Buddha Triad at Gaseobam Hermitage Site,
Geocheang. Therefore, the characteristics of these four were studied.
While the upper body shows embossing and the lower body is
engraved with lines, the face 1is rectangular and generously
voluminous.

The body is not proportionate and is expressed as a round form.
However, when depicting an object held in the hand or emphasizing
the bodhisattva’s symbolic representation, the work is very detailed.
Through schematization of clothing folds, local colors are strongly

expressed overall.
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The Stone Standing Buddha from Juksan-ri, Anseong, and Stone
Standing Buddha from Bongeopsa Temple Site, Anseong, share
similarities with the Rock-carved Standing Buddha on Geumosan
Mountain, Gumi. Some of the similarities include the fact that,
compared to the body, the face is large, and the hairline is engraved
to distinguish between the head and the face.

Further, while the face is wide and rectangular when seen from the
front, it 1s oval, with long, thin eyes and small full lips when seen
from the side. The most remarkable characteristic of the Rock-carved
Standing Buddha on Geumosan Mountain is that it is carved at the
top of the mountain, and the reason for this can be found in sutra. In
the “Sutra of the One-Syllable Wheel-Turning Ruler Spoken at the
Seat of Enlightenment,” it says that one can earn the highest seat
when carving Buddha on a mountaintop and reciting the sayings of
Buddha, or holy words, 210,000 times. Furthermore, in “Infallible Lasso’
s Mantra and Supernatural Transformations: King of Ritual Manuals,”
it states that if one presents an offering to Buddha at the top of a
mountain, one will earn good fortune and Heaven's protection.
Therefore, it is conjectured that the Buddha was carved at the top of
Geumosan Mountain, and a wooden structure was erected to present

an offering to Buddha.

Key words : Goryeo Dynasty, rock cliff Buddha, Geumosan Mountain,
the Rock-carved Standing Buddha on Geumosan Mountain, Gumi.

belief of Mountain God, belief of Heaven God.
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