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A Study of Vajra in Goryeo Dynasty

Yoon Jae Won

Department of Cultural Assets
The Graduate School

Gyeongju University

(Supervised by Professor Oh, Se Deok)

(Abstract)

The vajra originates from the weapon of Indra, Vajra. Afterward, it was
introduced into Buddhism and settled into the attribute of Indra and Deva
king. The early vajra is expressed in the shape of a pestle or lightening.

According to the Buddhist scriptures, the name Vajra was created by
combining the word ‘Geumgang and the shape ‘pestle’ in the course of the
spread of Buddhism in China.

It is not known exactly when the vajra was brought into Korea, but it first
appeared as the attribute of Seokguram Indra in the period of Unified Silla.
The part of the head is expressed as a barb, and the part of the handle is a
cylindrical shape with no decoration. The part of the head support was not
expressed.

Buddhist paintings and real vajra could be found in the Goryeo Dynasty.
Among the Buddhist paintings in the Goryeo Dynasty, there are five types of
paintings, including Screen of Amitdbha with FEight Great Bodhisattras,

Ksitigarbha and Ten Kings of the Hells, Screen of Sahasrabhuja -
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aryaavalokiresvara, Sutra painting and the Painting of Trifoliate Statue of
Shakyamuni and Sixteen Lohans. The vajra that appears in Buddhist
paintings can largely be divided into three categories depending on its shape
and the characteristic of the image used as the attribute. First, the vajra with
one blade was expressed as the attribute of the guardian god of the state,
such as Vajrapani, Dhrtarastra and Sinjangsang. Second, in Screen of
Sahasrabhuja—aryaavalokiresvara, the vajra with one blade and the vajra with
three blades, which are the vajra and Baljeola respectively, are expressed
separately, and the names can be known according to the style of that time.
Lastly, The Painting of Trifoliate Statue of Shakyamuni and Sixteen Lohans
expresses the ritual through the vajra with three blades and Samgoryeong.

There are 28 pieces of real vajras left, and only one piece among them is
the vajra with one blade, and all other pieces are in the form of the vajra
with three blades or five blades. The type may be classified according to the
shape of the head, handle and head support. The part of the head can be
divided into two types depending of its shape, which are 3-shaped type and
C-shaped type, while the part of the head support are classified into four
types: lion type, animal type, flower cup type and non-decorated type. The
part of the handle has two types: cylindrical type and Swollen
Hourglass-drum type. There 1is no chronological feature, and as the
technology gradually declined from the early to the late Goryeo Dynasty, the
form was expressed simply.

The above information has confirmed that the vajra in the Goryeo Dynasty
was used as the ritual utensils of the ‘rite of affliction’ for the overcoming of

the disaster.
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