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The development and features of Seowon in Gyeongju

Kim Eunhee

Department of Cultural Assets
The Graduate School
Gyeongju University

Supervised by Professor Oh Se deok

(Abstract)

This thesis studies on time-periodic development of building arrangement
patterns of Seowon - Korean Neo-Confucian Academies - in Gyeongju. The
research will derive from organizing Seowon's condition and identifying
developments and features of it.

First of all, this thesis looks at the overall flow of Seowon in Korea. Then, the
study will selects 13 Seowons including the first built Sosu-seowon and other
early Seowons to find out characters of enshrined figures and architectural
arrangement. The layout of architecture part in this thesis will be examined its
whole arrangement, classification of roof types in terms of a vertical shaft line,
arrangement of study areas and attached buildings. This thesis will research on
development of Seowon through its arrangement changes according to current
conditions, restored buildings and related records. Characteristics of Seowon in
Gyeongju will be found from identified and compared enshrined features and
architectural arrangements. Then, this research is going to investigate prototypes

from Seoak-seowon and Oksan-seowon, which were first built in Gyeongju.

Results of this research could be summarized as follows.

Firstly, the characters of enshrined features of Seowon in Gyeongju is that the
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person was related with Lee Eunjeok or was a permanent resident in Gyeongju
and it was a person from Silla dynasty who had the special characters of their
region and was the nucleus of their clan.

Secondly, the most significant features of Seowon’s architecture arrangement in
Gyeonju is that they adopted concept of lu - a pavilion. The lu was separated
from Oeosammun - a three-door outside gate - and appeared as a separated lu
in the Seowon. In attached buildings, Gyeonggak - storing books - and
Munjippangak - storing woodblocks of literary collection - of Oksan-seowon
were relatively located upper part in the Seowon. In addition, Jeonsacheong -
actual place for religious rites - was located inner part of ritual area. Those
features affected other seowons in Gyeongju and became a characteristic in
architectural arrangement in Gyoengju.

Lastly, through the progress of Seowon’s building layout and its features, it
could be ascertained two types of building arrangement in different time periods.
In the building arrangement of Seoak-seowon and Oksan-seowon in Gyeongju,
there has a free-standing lu past the Oesammun. The east and west buildings are
symmetrical on the front of Gangdang - an auditorium - in the Ganghak -
study - area. The Jeonsacheong is in between Naesammun - an inner
three-door gate - and Sadang - the shrine. Bogwango - storing books and
woodblock - 1is located on the left or right side of the Jeihyang - ritual - area.
Walls divided each section in the Seowon. After Oksan-seowon, the arrangement
of the Gangdang and Sadang is continuously located in one side of the axis line.
However, the places, where have ritual function, are held a dominant position.
Therefore, the lu, Jaesa building - a dormitory - and Bogwango are excluded
from the essential buildings and Jeonsacheong for ritual is located in the ritual

area.
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