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Looking at Silla’s Rule of the Eastern Coast
Through Tombs of Deokcheon-ri in Uljin

Myunghyun Park
Gyeongju University
Cultural Studies

Supervisor Bongwon Kang

This paper examines the tombs found in the Ulin region, dating
back to the period of the Three States. Based on the archaeological
and literary findings of the Deokcheon-ri tombs - the largest group
of its kind - the paper looks at the political structure of Uljin region

and Silla’s rule over the Eastern Coast of the peninsula.

The tombs of Deokcheon-ri in Uljin were built between the 5" and
7" Centuries in variety of forms, such as wooden graves, stone
graves, three-walled stone chambers and caved stone chambers. The
variety of form suggsts that the burial rituals have changed over the
centuries. Among the excavated artefacts were those that symbolized
power, such as a golden crown, as well as potteries and weaponries.
Through the excavation of the golden crown, it became discernable
that those who lived in Deokcheon-ri formed a higher political group
than that of neighboring Deokshin-ri, where swords were excavated.

Literary findings such as ‘Samguksagi’, and other artefacts such as

the Silla Stone Monument in Bongpyeong-ri and engravings inside
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Seongnyu cave, all point to the same theory as the artefacts of power
that have been constructed or buried within the tombs of
Deokcheon-1i. This seems to be related to the gradual changes that

were being made to the way Silla ruled each region.

The paper focuses on Silla’s rule of the eastern coast with Uljin
region as the strategic center for maritime and military routes that
would facilitate the expansion of its territory. The territorial conflict
between the small nations of Siljik and Eumjeupbul that is documented
in ‘Samguksagi, and the engravings of the year of Gyeongjin within
Seongnyu cave in Uljin imply the importance of the region as the base
for maritime routes. As a military base, Uljin was strategically located
at the intersection of Goguryeo and Silla and formed a part of
Goguryeo’s southern expansion route as well as Silla’s defense route

against Goguryeo.

The assassination of Goguryeo general in ‘Samguksagi, and
FChronicles of Japany amongst others, prove that the area was

recognized as a military base for the expansion to the eastern coast.

Thus the paper explores the characteristics of Uljin’s society as a
maritime and military base for Silla’s rule of the eastern coast through

the tombs of Deokcheon-—ri.

Keywords: Silla, Goguryeo, Uljin, tombs, Deokcheon-ri, maritime,

military, Silla Stone Monument, Year of Gyeongjin
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