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(Abstract)

Chinese New Year's Folk Paintings 'Nian Hua'(5%3;) emerged in the Song
Dynasty and took shaped and prevailed in the Ming Dynasty. They are the
most popular folk art among the Chinese people. They are pasted on doors,
windows and walls as decorations mainly during the Chinese new year’'s
days to wish a propitious year. Interestingly, they are produced in the
technique of 'half engraving and half painting’ by a lot of studios at the
Yangliuging(##175) area, near Tianjin(RKE), southeast of Beijing(Jb5),
China.

The purpose of this dissertation is to shed light on the process of
development of Chinese 'Nian Hua’' in China, on the impacts of the policies
of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom(XKZ KB, 1851-64) on the production of
'Nian Hua’' including flower and bird folk paintings especially produced by a
lot of studios at the Yangliuging area, and lastly on the transfer of those
flower & bird folk paintings to Korea [the late Joseon Dynastyl. It is
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expected that this dissertation will provide a new opportunity to look at the
relationship between Chinese 'Nian Hua’ and Korean folk paintings 'Min
Hwa' (&) from a different point of view.

Yangliuging 'Nian Hua' was produced by a lot of large studios including
Studio Meili(ZEF]), its branch Studio ‘Dailianzeng(EEEH), and Studio
Qijianlong (75 #F%). This dissertation reveals that Studio Meili was established
during the Emperor Kangxi(FEF) period and the name of its branch was
Studio ‘Dailianzeng. Yangliuging 'Nian Hua’' was produced mostly with the
help of folk painters from the nearby rural areas called Nan-xiang(Fd#5),
mainly in the technique of 'half engraving and half painting’ and was
gradually disseminated in large mostly to the large cities of Tianjin and
Beijing(At57) and to the Chinese Northeast Provinces(3RJb=%) and as far as
to Inner Mongolia(N5éw) and Xinjiang G8758). under the favorable geographical
condition of the canal running from the Yangliuging(3#3) area to the
capital city of Beijing and to other areas.

But Yangliuging 'Nian Hua’ had to go through some changes due to the
policies and ideologies of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom in the middle of the
Chinese 19th century China. The radical government of the Kingdom stood up
for egalitarianism in China. The Government even tried its hardest to ban
idolization and traditional Chinese culture in almost all sectors. Most
interestingly, the Government even took drastic measures to force Chinese
painters not to draw human figures in their paintings and asked them to
draw or paste their folk paintings related to its policies and ideologies on the
doors to governmental offices or on the walls of the offices to propagandize
those official policies and ideclogies. They thus had to try to explore some
new motifs for their paintings. They were naturally inclined to draw mostly
"flower & bird folk paintings’ just with no human figures in them because
such drawing materials as flowers, plants, animals especially including birds,
worms, and insects were very easy for them to find outdoors. Those folk
paintings on which those drawing materials are drawn are categorized into
"flower & bird folk paintings.’

Those kinds of Chinese ’'flower & bird folk paintings’ were actively drawn

by Chinese folk painters even after the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom had come
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to an end. Chinese ’'flower & bird folk paintings’ especially produced at the
Yangliuging area were gradually introduced to Korea [the late Joseon
Dynasty] especially in the year of 'Gapsin(#H)'(1884) which was shown in
'Nian Hua' "Zhongzhong Dekui”(f#f#78%;). From this year on, Chinese
"flower & bird folk paintings’ from the Yangliuging area were introduced to
the Korean peninsular through Incheon by the Chinese ship 'Fuyouhao(®EH
5%)" which ran between the two countries when some Korean merchants
bought and sent them to Korea. Chinese ’flower & bird folk paintings’ from
the Yangliuging area were most popular among a lot of Koreans from low
classes at that time because they were so easy for Koreans to purchase and
were comparatively cheaper than any other painting, because the emotions
and the feels of the Chinese people revealed in Chinese ’flower & bird folk
paintings’ were very similar to those of the Korean people, and because some
of Korean folk painters at that time were much attracted by the Chinese
paintings and they tried to follow some of motifs and composition taken from
the Chinese folk paintings in their own paintings. But it seems that the
influence of those Korean folk painters on another Korean folk painters was

limited.

Keywords: The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom(KFXKE), Yangliuging(35#155),
Studio Dailianzeng (Z{fE#), Nian Hua(&F&:, Chinese New Year's Folk
Paintings), Korean Folk Paintings(Fi#f X&), The Transfer of Yangliuging
Nian Hua to Korea [the late Joseon Dynastyl, Flower & Bird Folk Paintings

(fER &)
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