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A Study on the Happo Fortress Site as the Right Barracks

of Gyeongsang in the Early Joseon Dynasty
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(Supervised by Professor Kang, Bong Won)

(Abstract)

This Research, the examine the geographic location and changing patterns
of the Happo Fortress Site(cultural property No. 115), which functions as the
Right Barracks of Gyeongsang in the FEarly Joseon, based on its historical
materials in literature, original cadastral maps, aerial and satellite photographs. In
addition, the study aimed to examine the construction and extension time of the
site by comparing and reviewing its construction methods and artifacts excavated
there in several excavation surveys.

The Masan area where the Happo Fortress Site was located had
Seokduchang, one of the 12 tribute granary in Goryeo Dynasty, thus being early
to install and manage barracks(estimated at the Hoewonhyeon Fortress Site in
Masan) as a social and economic center. The Masan area was thus subjected to
the most frequent cases of Japanese invasion. In 1374(the 23rd year of King
Gongmin'’s reign in Goryeo), there was a massive Japanese attack, which rendered
the restoration of the barracks infeasible no longer. As a consequence, the
barracks were relocated to Sayul-ri, the area around the current Mt.
Banwol(where the current Masan MBC station is located). These seem to be
Byeongyeongseong in "Happoyeongseonggi”.

Entering Joseon Dynasty, the barracks were relocated to the current Happo
Fortress Site. Its construction began in 1430 and ended in 1434(the 16th year of
King Sejong’s reign) based on the records in the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty.

Around the time when the Happo Fortress Site was built, there were active
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projects of building a fortress along the shores of Gyeongsang Province according
to the construction method of a physical structure in "Chukseongdobon” distributed
in 1438(the 20th year of King Sejong’s reign). The excavation surveys found that
the construction method of a fortress was also reflected in the site, as well. The
artifacts excavated at the site in the excavation surveys include buncheong
ceramicsand and roof tiles of the Early Joseon. These artifacts were also found in
other fortress sites from Joseon. Roof tile pieces from Goryeo were found inside
the early moat and they were estimated to have been came in the disposal
process and not included as artifacts from the construction stage of the Happo
Fortress Site.

The "Original Cadastral Map” measured in 1916 and the aerial photographs
taken in the 1950s show that the fortress and moat of the Happo Fortress were
from the final stage. The early moat(75-5 Hapseong-dong, Masan) whose presence
was confirmed through an excavation survey implies that there was the Happo
Fortress at the early stage.

As for the extension time of the Happo Fortress, there were records about its
size at 3,775~4,050 cheoks in 1451(the first year of King Munjong’s reign) in the
69). These records indicate that the extension and reconstruction of the fortress
happened between 1451 and 1469. The size of the extension was estimated based
on the conversion of Pobaekcheok(l cheok=46.73cm), and it was a small-sized
extension project at approximately 107~241m done at parts of the western
physical structure.

The Happo Fortress Site served as an army base as the Right Barracks of
Gyeongsang along with the Left Barracks of Gyeongsang in Ulsan during the
early Joseon. After Imjinwaeran broke out in 1592(the 25th year of King Seonjo’s
reign), it fell to the enemy of the Japanese invaders and eventually moved to Jinju
in May, 1603(the 36th year of King Seonjo’s reign). The Happo Fortress
performed its functions as barracks no longer and was closed, which is based on
its indication as old or former barracks on the old maps during the latter part of

Joseon.
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