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The study of change of temple buildings of twin pagodas
Buddhist temple in the unified Silla period

Kim Joo Yong

Department of Culture Assets
The Graduate School
Gyeongju University

(Supervised by professor Oh, Se Deok)

(abstract)

This paper studied the change of temple buildings of twin pagodas in the
unified Silla period, based on excavation survey data from the ruins of a temple
site. In other words, the paper considered how Buddhist temple based area and
size of temple buildings(inner gate site, twin pagodas, image hall site, assembly
hall site) and shape alteration changed with temple construction come down of a
time centered on ‘area of Jubuljeon(E &) in Buddhist temple’ which surrounded

by corridors.

First, twin pagodas Buddhist temple’s area was decreased as the time passed,
and the form changed from north and south-rectangular shape to longer north and

south-rectangular shape, especially in the late 8" century.

Secondly, in the alteration of area and shape of temple buildings, area changed
irregularly in inner gate site, image hall site and assembly hall site, and the area
of twin pagodas continuously reduced. The shape of inner gate site usually shows
east and west-rectangular shape, but all tower shows square shape. Compare to
this, image hall site usually shows irregular shape and all the assembly hall site
1s east and west-rectangular shape.

Third, in the change of area ratio of temple buildings (inner gate site, twin
pagodas, image hall site, assembly hall site) about area of the Buddhist temple,

the image hall site, assembly hall site shows irregular form, inner gate site got
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bigger, and twin pagodas mostly continuously decreased. Moreover, the area of
image hall site got bigger than the area of assembly hall site when they were

compared.

Forth, the area ratio (temple buildings ratio) of tower about the area of image
hall site mostly decreased with the come down of a time. However, even the area
of tower decreased, the area of image hall shows irregular alteration rather than
expansion of the area. This factor need further study and data as a factor of
reconsideration of view of ratio of temple buildings of Go Yu Seop which known

as common opinion.

Fifth, in the relationship of the size(length) of area of the Buddhist temple and
standard of ‘central distance between twin pagodas’, the length of front area of the
Buddhist temple showed twice of triple of ‘central distance between twin pagodas’,
but side length of area of the Buddhist temple showed no relationship between

‘central distance between twin pagodas.’

Based on this excavation data mentioned above, the paper investigated the
change of temple buildings of twin pagodas Buddhist temple in the unified Silla
period, but there are many insufficiencies due to lack of data. However, I would
like to put importance in focusing on problem of lacking research of twin pagodas
Buddhist temple. Moreover, I anticipate developed research based on accumulated

data from ongoing excavation research result.
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