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Study on Temple Arrangement of Seongboksaji and

Stone Art
(BEM Sk nesfdeE < £ 25y Hoe)

Park, Imkwan

Department of Cultural Heritage
The Graduate School
Gyeongju University

Supervised by Professor Oh, Sedeok

(Abstract)

One of many temples of Gyeongju, Sungboksaji is the temple site located in
Malbang-1i, Oedong-eup, on the gentle slope of the western ridge end of
Tohamsan Mountain, well known as the place where the Sasan epigraphy Choi
Chiwon built in 896 remained. Sungboksa temple was originally called Goksa
temple, which was built as Goksa was relocated to establish Wonseong royal
tomb, a royal temple that continuously repeated Huwon and Jungsu by the royal
family, such as King Gyeongmun, King Heongang, King Jinseong. Sungboksa
temple was continuously built under full support of the King and royal family,
since it was a symbolic temple to reinforce royal authority and unify King
Gyeongmun line power.

Sungboksa temple is located on a slow slope around altitude 160~170m of
western shore of a southern branch of Tohamsan mountain chain. Malbang-1i,
Oedong-eub, where Sungboksa temple is located, belongs to a traffic route
between Gyeongju and Ulsan, which shows a stream of period that temple
construction was extended to the town suburb since the mid 8th century. Also,
stone pagoda construction culture of Gyeongju began from the suburb instead of

downtown area, stone pagoda of Sungboksa temple also had something in common
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with Gyeongju area stone pagoda construction.

Sungboksa temple east: west three-story stone pagoda is a twin pagoda built
during the same period using the same design drawing, considering the
arrangement and sculpting technique of Palbujungsang of upper layer, Munbi form,
Okgaeseok jang—eomgong, stone pagoda stone layering, etc. on the whole, which
seemed to have been built in the 9th century, in around 865, built by King
Gyeongmun, which is mid 9th century. Also, as the result of considering also Silla
Ssangsindu Gwibu 4 units, they are assumed to have been built in order of
Changrimsaji, Mujangsaji, Beobgwangsaji, Sungboksaji.

As the result of analyzing Garam arrangement of excavated Sungboksaji, the
surface of Sungboksaji Geumdang was in 5 rooms on the front and 3 rooms on
the side, and earthquake-proof was installed in the central 3 rooms inside. Also,
there’s a high possibility that Gwibujeonji was located in a separate space in
Garam arrangement of Sungboksa temple, instead of current location, in
Sungboksa temple Garam. And the entry of Garam is supposed to be a high step
over 3m, just like Bulguksa Jahamun gate, instead of a simple flat mid-gate, and
Nugyo such as Bulguksa or Sacheonwangsaji were built in the middle of the
stairway.

Lastly, this research investigated the significance of Sungboksa temple by dividing
into Garam arrangement and stone building. The architectural significance of
Garam arrangement was confirmed largely in 5 points. First, natural stone
construction began firstly in Sungboksa temple, later, it was established as a
typical stone layer of Silla mountain temple, second, Sungboksa temple showed a
drainage system proper for mountain temple, third, Busokbyeolwon appeared from
mountain temple of Tohamsan mountain area through establishment of
Sungboksaji Byeolwon Gwibujeonji, fourth, Sungboksaji was a mountain Garam
temple constructed around Seorabeol, however it formed a Garam main line mainly
with south- north meridian just like a flatland Garam, fifth, diversity was formed
in composition of twin pagoda of Tohamsan mountain temples such as Bulguksa,
Wonwonsa, etc. including Sungboksa temple stone pagoda.

In respect of art historical significance of stone building, first, it was a twin

pagoda based round tower, second, it was a round tower based on stone twin
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pagoda with Palbujungsang on the stylobate, as the last round tower built by
royal family, built in Gyeongju area, third, stone tower and Ssangsindu Gwibu
were built in Sungboksa temple together among Palbu of twin tower, which was a
sculpture to express an intention to reinforce royal authority symbolically, in
respect that each of them were related to Wonseongwang line royal family, fourth,
Sungboksa temple Ssangsindu Gwibu was the last work of Ssangsindu Gwibu of
unified Silla, fifth, the form of Ssangsindu Gwibu was also found in

Gyeongsangdo during Joseon Dynasty.

Key words : Sungboksaji, Sungokaji twin pagoda, Sungboksaji Garam

arrangement, Palbujug twin pagoda, Silla temple
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