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A Study on the Buddhist Art of Cheong-do
Daejeoksa Geukrackjeon

Cha Jung Hoon

Department of Cultural Assets
The Graduate School

Gyongju University

Supervised by Professor Yim, Young ae

(Abstract)

This study started from the question about what meaning
Cheong-do Daejeoksa Geukrackjeon has as a treasure. Daejeoksa was
first built by Great Master Seong-Hae in the 17" century, and was
rebuilt by those led by Che-Jing in the 18" century. This fact can be
confirmed through roof tile with well written words, "Daejeoksa
repairing record,, and "Bogwangjeon Sangryangmun, used behind a
seal engraving.

The stylobate of Geukrackjeon has unique structure. Its line is
made in ‘H shape, and there are various patterns such as lotus, turtle,
and crab. In addition, it is famously know that in the lower part stone,
there is a sculpture called "Yongbieocheondo,.

However, it is hard to regard the photo engraved in the lower part
stone as "Yongbieocheondo,, and it seems that dragon, turtle, and lotus
which have significant meaning in Buddhism are expressed. In particular,
the scene where locus comes out of a turtle is seen as a description of
the story of "Gamnogundaribosalgongyangyeomsongseongchwivigwe.

Marine life is usually interpreted as the meaning of preventing fire.



However, Daejeoksa Geukrackjeon brings into relief the fact that the
seal engraving is Prajna Dragon Boat by going a step further. This is
based on "Geumgangbanyabaramilgyeong s, and besides r
Geumganggyeongy lots of scriptures compare seal engraving to boats.
Therefore, marine life engraved in stylobates symbolizes water, and
seal engraving is regarded as a tool to emphasize Prajna Dragon Boat.

The temples which have marine life in the stylobate include Yeosu
Heungguksa Daeungjeon, Haenam Mihoasa Daeungjon, and Suncheon ]
eonghyesa daeungjeon. Until now, these temples regard the stylobate a
s water, coincidentally, except for Daejeoksa, all of them are located n
ear beaches. Accordingly, marine life are classified depending on the c
haracteristics seen from beaches and the temples near beaches. Howev
er, considering the case of Daejeoksa, it makes sense to see it is the t
ool to emphasize the meaning of seal engraving regardless of beaches.

Lastly, statue of Buddha sealed in seal engraving is assumed to be t
he statute of Buddha of Seung-ho school which was active in Cheong
—-do in the 17th century. The period seen in 'Daecheoksa reparing reco
rd; and the period when Seung-ho school was active coincide, and si
gnificant parts such as face shape, material, and lyrics forms are simil
ar to Buddha statue of Seung-ho school.

Therefore Daejeoksa Geukrackjeon has the construction method of t
he late Joseon dynasty and it is an important temple as it represents t

he era through statutes of Buddha along with grandeur factor.

Key words : late Joseon dynasty, Cheong—do, Buddhism, Daejeoksa,
Seung-ho school, Yongbieocheondo, Prajna Dragon Boat
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