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A Study of Improving Fine Arts Education
in the Humanities High Schools

Oh, Na—-Gyeong
Major in Educational Administration
Graduate School of Education,

Gyeongju University
(Supervised by professor Jeon, Je Sang)

(Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to find ways to improve fine arts
education in the humanities high schools through diagnosis and
analysis of factors which are in the way of normal curriculum
implementation. A survey questionnaire was administered to lst year
classes of three humanities high schools located in Ulsan
Metropolitan city from September 4th to September 18th in the year
2006 in order to analyse the conditions of fine arts education. The
survey consisted of perceptions about fine arts, curriculum of fine
arts, physical conditions of curriculum implementation, and ideas
about curricular improvements.

The results of the survey were as follows:

First, in terms of perceptions about fine arts, it was found that
37.7% of the respondents perceived the necessity of fine arts
lessons positively mainly because of its contribution to fostering
creativity (42.6%). 45.3% of respondents thought fine arts lessons

were related to everyday lives. 40.1% responded positively toward
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fine arts lessons due to high incidence of practice sessions while
it was interesting to note that those who were not in favor of fine
arts lessons mentioned so due to their burden toward skills
performance test. Many respondents mentioned they were not pleased
with fine arts in the moments when they could not express their
ideas properly. Finally, it was shown that parents were not
interested in fine arts and they did not show high recognition of
fine arts as well.

Second, in terms of fine arts curriculum, it was found that
parents encouraged students to work on their assignments though
they didn't see strong relation between instruction of fine arts
theories and college entrance. It was also found that 43.5% of the
respondents were not inclined to join extracurricular fine arts
club activities because of their lack of aptitude and abilities.
About 50 % of the respondents mentioned they were not interfered or
interrupted in their act of find arts practice. Finally, 80% of the
respondents replied that they felt burdensome about taking
performance test in fine arts before mid-term or final tests.

Third, in terms of physical conditions, about 45% responded that
fine arts room was never used. They mentioned that it was not
convenient to use fine arts rooms because they were positioned in
the remote corners of the school. Besides, about 50% of respondents
mentioned that space of the fine arts room was not wide enough.
Depots of fine arts work were mostly referred to as repository of
in the fine arts room while 50% of respondents were not satisfied
with the facilities in the room. Finally, about 38% of respondents
mentioned they were not satisfied with the fine arts working
devices produced in their schools.

Fourth, in terms of ideas for improvements of fine arts education,
it was found that the primary concern for success of fine arts
education was ascertaining sufficient lesson hours, followed by

provision of teaching aids, recognition about the importance of
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fine arts, and re-training of teachers in the descending order.
Most of the respondents mentioned two hours rather than current 1
hour system will be needed for proper instruction of fine arts.
43.7% of the respondents mentioned that their favorite area of
learning was that of design skills while more than the majority
mentioned supplementary fine arts lessons were not necessary.
Finally, about 60% of the respondents mentioned that
state-of-the-art facilities and teaching aids were needed for
effective instruction.

In conclusion, it was proven that, due to pressure from college
entrance, fine arts education in the humanities schools are
seriously suffering from lack of time, space, and physical
conditions. Therefore, it is recommended that in order to improve
fine arts education, change of attitude toward fine arts, normal
and proper implementation of curriculum without respect to changes
in college entrance system, improvement of physical conditions, and
increase of weekly hours for instruction need to be taken into

consideration.
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