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A Research on Twin Pagodas in Unified Silla Dynasty

- Focused on the Relics in Gyeongju -

Lee, Jun-ho

Departmeny of the Cultural Assets
The Graduate School, Gyeongju University

( Supervised by Professor Lee, Gang-geun)

Abstract

Buddhism that originates from India spread over many countries and it
was about the fourth century when it spread to Korea.

Therefore, Buddhism have had a significant effect on many fields of
Korean history, since it was not simply an one-dimensional introduction of a
religion but a complex one that includes philosophies, cultures, ideologies
and social structures. As those ideologies settle in Korea, it started to
develop in various ways, and Buddhism art was at the center. Buddhism art
settled in Korean mental lives so much, and enormous art works were
created on that background. Therefore, the purpose of this thesis is to
investigate and evaluate the value and character of Buddhism sculptures'
aesthetic worth and shape beauty in stone pagodas and brick pagodas of the
era of Three Kingdoms (BC 57 ~ AD 668) and Unified Silla Dynasty mainly
in Gyeongju area.

On Korean Buddhism art, great results has been achieved by studies of
many scholars including Gang Woo-bang, Mun Myeong-dae, Jang
Choong-sik, Jin Hong-seop and Kim Ri-na, and the studies still continue.
Although many of these about structural construction form are published as

those came into spotlight, unfortunately it seems that it is insufficient to
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solve the problems of the ideological background by comparing and
inspecting on the horizontal dispositions and sculptural aspects of the
pagodas. In that, it has been focused on religious aspects, functional and
formal characteristics and relics religion until recently. Though it is crystal
clear that pagodas mean objects of worship toward Buddha, it is thought
that disposition problem of east or west brought a new phase. Of course, it
1s true that various decorations appeared as piety toward relics
strengthened when Buddhism art reached the peak in Unified Silla Dynasty.
However, former scholars have studied only on researches such as
formation, relics religion, exterior decoration as mentioned before. Research
results about religious background of the disposition have not been enough.
In this thesis, wooden pagodas constructed previous period in Gyeongju area
were excluded, because it was examined that those wooden pagodas have
no relation with the dispositions of stone pagoda. Therefore, through raising
a question, this thesis is to inspect and mention specifically what relation
does shape beauty of sculpture have with disposition direction of pagodas
and Dragon King Legend that is related to the Great King Munmu have with
horizontal disposition by inspecting twin pagodas found in Gyeongju area.
The disposition of twin pagodas in Unified Silla Dynasty is significantly
meaningful when it comes to the ideological aspect. Of course, pagodas
means structures to enshrine relics. Anyway, the ultimate goal is only to
enshrine Buddha's bones. After that, relics religion got to have close
relation with Docham Ideology including protecting the nation, protecting the
law, blessing the dead and wishing fortune. To see in this context, I
suppose the possibility that Gameunsa twin pagodas that were constructed
with standard of East Sea may be connected to nation protection ideology
of the Great King Munmu who became Dragon protecting the nation. On the
premise of relics religion, at first, horizontal dispositions of pagodas felt as

connected to nation protection ideology of the Great King Munmu who
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became Dragon in East Sea. Next, Dabo and Buddha's position are actively
described as construction formation. However, I'd like to focus on the
former. Then, how should it be solved about the background constructed
toward the west? Among five holy mountains, one in the west was Mountain
Seondo, which had been considered as holy before foundation of Silla and
as a place where god of the ground lives. Also, it, as the land of Perfect
Bliss, was considered as a place to hope for rebirth in paradise. So, there
are so many tumuluses of kings and graves of the big family of the heir
and it also has Seondoseongmo legend and grave of General Kim Yu-shin,
Taedaegakgan, Heungmu King. Therefore the north of Silla have significant
meaning. Also, to see closely the sculptures on the pagodas, it can be felt
that unsplit pagodas are much more sophisticated than the west pagodas.
Though it 1s a jump of logic, I judge that horizontal dispositions of the
pagodas have deep connection to formative characteristics, meaning of the
paradise, nation protection ideology of the Great King Munmu mentioned

above.
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