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A Study on Efficient Reading Education in Elementary School

Park Wonye

Major in Educational Administration
Graduate School of Education

Gyeongju University

(Supervised by Professor Lee Taejong)

The purpose of this study was to examine how reading education was
conducted in elementary school, to find problems with it, and to explore in which
way ideal reading education could be provided.

The questionnaire used in this study dealt with four areas including the
necessity of reading education, reading education as part of regular curriculum,
reading education as part of extracurricular studies, and its environmental
conditions. The subjects in this study were teachers who worked at public
elementary schools in the rural and urban communities in the city of Gyeongju.
After a survey was conducted, the collected data were analyzed with
SPSS(Statistical Package for the Social Science) program. The findings of the
study were as follows:

First, the elementary school teachers investigated believed that reading education
was required to become wiser and acquire knowledge, rather than to build up
character or improve thinking faculty, creativity, writing or essay writing skills.

Second, a lot of the teachers were much interested in reading education as part
of regular curriculum, but they didn't feel school reading education was on the
right track. They didn’t have enough chances to take training courses in reading

education, and just post— reading education was conducted.
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Third, the teachers didn’t felt the high need for reading education as part of
extracurricular studies.

Fourth, as for the given conditions for reading education, they didn’t think
school libraries were in use properly, and they didn’t consider their schools to
offer administrative or financial aid to that, either. The biggest hurdle to reading
education was their time constraints that resulted from performing nonessential
duties.

Based on the above-mentioned findings, there are some suggestions about
successful elementary reading education:

First, concerning reading education as part of regular curriculum, school-led
optional courses should be utilized to intensify reading education. As teachers were
pressed for time due to nonessential duties, some of optional courses could be
assigned to reading education.

Second, efficient reading education should be provided before, during and after
reading.

Third, regarding reading education as one of extracurricular programs,
stereotyped events such as book report should be avoided, and a wide range of
diverse programs should be prepared, instead. How to reinforce reading education
by holding events at each class, school or library should be studied.

Fourth, the educational authorities should take actions to create better conditions
for reading education. First of all, teachers should be less overwhelmed with
nonessential duties, and in—service education and training should be strengthened.
More administrative and financial support should be provided for school to be well
equipped with professional librarians and good books to boost library—based

reading education.
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