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A Study on the Improvement of Preschool Art

Appreciation Education

Tae Youngin

Major in Educational Administration

Graduate School of Education

Gyeongju University

(Supervised by Professor Lee Taejong)

The purpose of this study was to examine how preschool art
appreciation education was conducted in kindergartens and what
problems it faced in a bid to lay the groundwork for developing
successful art appreciation education programs geared toward children in
early childhood.

The research questions were posed as below:

1. What are the necessity and object of preschool art appreciation
education?

2. What are the given conditions for preschool art appreciation
education?

3, What is handled in preschool art appreciation education?

4. What are the methods of preschool art appreciation education?

The instrument used in this study was questionnaires prepared by this
researcher to serve the purpose of the study, which consisted of 26

items about the general background of teachers, the necessity and
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object of art appreciation education, its given conditions, content, method
and ideal reform measures.

The subjects in this study were kindergarten teachers who were
selected by random sampling from public and private kindergartens in
the cities of Gyeongju, Pohang and Yeoungcheon.

The brief findings of the study were as follows:

First, the kindergarten teachers investigated were highly aware of the
necessity and importance of art appreciation education, but they had lots
of difficulties conducting it due to a shortage of teaching materials
available and their own poor interest. Efficient art appreciation education
programs and teaching methods should be developed to be appropriate
at a preschool level.

Second, as for the given conditions for art appreciation education, the
kindergartens weren't properly equipped with relevant materials and
teaching aids. To make art appreciation more successful, required
materials should be purchased when teaching equipment is procured, and
a wide range of teaching media should be developed or supplied.

Third, in order to normalize preschool art appreciation education,
curriculum should be constructed by giving proper weight to exploring,
expressing and appreciating, and diverse chances should be provided for
young children to view various sorts of works such as painting, crafted
products, poster and sculpture. Besides, evaluation must be implemented
without fail to get feedback.

Fourth, concerning ideal method of preschool art appreciation
education, it's most advisable to offer it once a week, and that shouldn't
exceed 10 or 20 minutes. Small group could be applicable, and in case
of using optional activities, that should belong to the field of interest.
And the use of computer is recommended if it's not easy for young
children to view on the spot.

Fifth, regarding workable reform measures, they found it desirable for

young children to visit a gallery or museum once a month, and they felt
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the desperate need for good teaching-learning models. To develop and
spread efficient teaching—learning models, the educational authorities
should see preschool art appreciation education in a new light and offer
administrative and financial aid.

In order to dynamize preschool art appreciation education, the
following suggestions should urgently be taken into account:

First, the types of themes and activities that concern young children
and their surrounding environments should be selected, and they should
be educated to share verbal interaction with one another by expressing
how they feel about art works. Picture should be applied, and the focus
of evaluation should be placed on whether or not preschoolers find a
beauty in art works. In regard to post—appreciation activities, young
children should give a presentation in small group about how they feel.
Art appreciation education should be conducted once a week, less than
10 to 20 minutes each. A visual presenter was regarded as the best
teaching equipment, and local field study should be fulfilled once a
month by having preschoolers visiting a museum or gallery.

Second, in order to offer more systematic, well-planned art education,
concrete guidelines should be presented, and effective teaching-learning
methods should be applied by developing relevant materials. A sufficient
budget should be secured to purchase required teaching materials, and
enough subsidy should be given to prepare teaching aids.

Third, teacher workshop should be held on a regular basis to let

teachers keep posted about art appreciation education.
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