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A Study on the Stone—Compose Skill of Traditional

Garden 1in Korea

—under the main focus of Gyeongbuk Province—
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(Supervised by Professor Lim, Won hyeon)

(Abstract)

It is not exaggeration to say that our life began with usage of stones.
From the Old Stone Age, humans made all kinds of tools using stones.
Stones are used as real life tools and accessories. However, as time
goes by, not only was stones were used for building, but also they were
used for inside or outside view purposes. Therefore, they were developed
in the form of filling up aesthetic pleasure.

As physiognomic culture develops, stone compose skills played
important role for garden view. People try to introduce natural landscape
architecture in order to 1improve humans’ life environment that is
devastated by industrialization and wurbanization because of trend of
well-being boom and friendship with nature. There are trees and stones
that can represent nature’'s material. For trees, since there are lots of
resources existing, even nowadays trees are used for lots of purposes.
Unlike trees, since stone compose skill was transmitted by word of mouth
rather than resources, application of stone compose skills did not become
more common and diverse. That is why stone compose skills were

plagiarized from other countries.



This research examined old documents about traditional stone compose
skills, evaluated traditional garden stone compose cases and established
types and usage cases of stone construction skills. In addition, this
research 1s done in order to make future stone compose skills to
activate.

The investigated locations are Yeacheon and Youngju in Gyeongbuk
province. The duration was from August, 2004 to September, 2004 by 4
times, taking pictures and recording all elements.

The methods of investigation were "Element Associating Method” and
"K.] Method” so that made cards, grouped and made categories for
elements. With collected information, we divided, classified, typified, and
nomenclatured all of cards. The achieved results are as follows:

Firstly, stone construction skills were named and divided into natural,
natural + artificial and artificial according to “level of processing of
stones.” According to "types of stones usage,” it i1s also divided and
names into stone compose for water usage, stone compose for unit
landscape elements, stone compose for building, and stone compose for
special usage. Also, according to “purposes of stone usage,”it is divided
into view directing and reality purposes.

Secondly, there are pond and reservoir for view directing purposes that
uses water as stone compose. For reality purposes, there were well,
spring, bank, stone and water mortar. For directing purposes that uses
unit landscape elements as stone compose, there are oddly shaped stone,
placed stone, and artificial hill. For reality purposes, there were
stone-table, stone-lantern and so on. For view directing purposes, there
were flower beds and flower stratum. Once again for reality purposes,
embankment, mill, washroom, fence, paving, fireplace, stone bridge,
chimney, stairs, and foundation stone. For special purposes, there were
amulet, Gyongja rock, and Danggan pillar stones. For reality purposes,
there was sundial.

Thirdly, usages for stone compose type element were artificial type
(36.8%), natural type (33.3%) and natural + artificial type (29.8%). In
general, all of types tend to be used without any preference.

Fourthly, the frequencies of stone compose types are as follows: stone
co—pose for building had 27 points (48.1%6), stone compose for water



usage had 14 points (24.56%), stone compose for unit landscape elements
had 6 points (105%), and stone compose for special purposes had 3
points (5.3%). The reality purposes had 43 points (754) while view
directing had 14 points (246%) in terms of usage frequency. By this
data, we could conclude that stone construction was used for reality
purposes in traditional landscape architecture.

Lastly, it 1s suggested to discuss about future usage method of
traditional stone compose skills. In terms of methods using water, it
would be good to use log frames stone method in order to comfortable
resting spaces. Recently, it is easy to recognize that to see some cases
using stacking stairs and stacking surfaces. It would be good for oddly
shaped stone, placed stone and artificial hill to be located in public along
the same ship so that it can create natural view and prevent the same
ship from being boring. Even though many years have passed, flower
beds, flower stratum, stone bridge, and stairs that are made up of stones
still have their original shape. As time goes by, sands and weeds made a
good chemistry with stones. It would be useful to use those advantages
for building traditional cafe or country-apartment. It is possible to make
various designs with sands or weeds for fences pavements.

Since resources about traditional stone compose skills are not enough,
it is very hard and will take a while to understand and study traditional
stone compose skills. However, study about stone compose skills will
have affect to future of the landscape architecture history. Therefore, it
is strongly required to study various design and chemistry with

surrounding environments.
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