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Study of wooden coffin tombs of Three Han Dynasty in Gyeongju area

Kim Hee-Chul

Department of Cultural Property Studies
The Graduate School
Gyeongju University

(Supervised by Professor Kim, Chang-Ho

(Abstract)

Gyeongju, as a center of the Silla Dynasty for a millenium, has grown continuously
and been known by the name of Silla or Saroguk. But the records of the early

period forming the Saroguk are insufficient.

So this thesis will limit the time to three Han dynasty(B.C.1~A.D.2) and the space to

wooden coffin tomb and wooden chamber tomb remains in Gyeongju area for the
comparison and analysis of wooden coffin tombs confirmed in Gyeongju. Paying
attention to the passage of The quest of three kingdoms, "They think beads precious
and stitch them on their clothes, wear them on their neck or ears but they don’t
think gold, silver or silk as treasures.” I will type the main attributes of wooden coffin
tombs - the formation pattern, burial location, size and level forms of the grave pit,
direction of the head and major axis and funerary objects. And then inspect the burying
phase of beads and jade from wooden coffin tombs to find out the changes and social
positions following the type of wooden coffin tombs.

I divided the tombs of three Han dynasty in Gyeongju into three types by the size of the
grave pit. Type A, under 2m Type B, 2m through 3m and Type C means over 3m. And
look up the stratification by substitution of the beads and jade burying phase to the size.
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Most tombs of Sara-ri are Type B but only the tomb 130 which has lots of burying
objects is Type C. They are also generally confirmed in Type B and C by the bead and
jade burying. In the remains of Joyang-dong which has all the type from A to C, Type
A tombs have plenty beads and jade. Lager the pit size, smaller the beads and jade
volume. It's because more ironware which means social superiority. The tombs of
Hwangseong-dong are all Type B and supposed to form the stratification somehow
judging by burying objects though there are too small numbers of tombs to confirm it.
There are Type B and C in Doekcheon-1i and the Type A tomb has little ironware and
earthenware. Type B tombs have many beads and jade and primary formed rectangular
wooden chamber tombs have some.

In other words, we can consider through the overall conditions that Type A and B tombs
converted into Type C tombs. And regard Type A tombs as lower classes’, Type B and
C tombs as high classes’. When we compare it with the volume of burying beads of
wooden chamber tombs, we can find out that there are beads only in the primary
formed rectangular wooden chamber tombs. Put the record of The quest of three
kingdoms about the beads and the phases of the time into account, we can guess

that the valley centered tribes or chiefdoms might be formed in Gyeongju.
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