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A Study on the Painting of Eight Scenes
in Tongdo-"Temple

Yang, Un-ki

Department of Historical Assets
The Graduate School

Gveongju University

(Supervised by Professor Jeong, Byeong-mo)

The painting of Eight Scenes illustrates on 8 pictures various aspects of life
ranging from the scene of the first dosollaceuysang Gudamgwiseong in which
an ancestor of Buddha's gets the first name to the scene of the eighth
ssangrimyeolbansang in which Buddha’s bones are distributed equally after his
death.

The painting of Eight Scenes in Korea began from the print of Eight Scenes
in Seokbosangjeol engraved in 1447, which has been the basic icon for all
pieces of the painting of Eight Scenes produced since then. In the late 17th
century, Seokssiwonryu was engraved to be spread all over the nation, which,

providing painters with various icons, played a great role in illustrating the
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contents of the painting of 8 Scenes numerously. Especially, it was used
preferably by those painters who wanted to give wider publicity to Buddha's
life and the bheginning, end, origin, and location of the Buddhist doctrine. Thus,
the painting of 8 Scenes in Korea accepted icons adopted from the contents of
various illustrations in  Seokssiwonrvu along  with the basic icon In
Seokbosangjeol, and eventually prevailed nationwide.

However, the painting of 8 Scenes produced at Yongmun Temple in 1709 has
a perfectly different form from the painting so far. That is to say, it is drawn
vertically rather than horizontally as the previous works were drawn. In
addition, 1t 1s produced in a different way of production, in that numerous
painters participated in painting whereas the previous works were based on
print. For example, Painter Euygyeom and his fellows are representative, who
gave many painting works centering around Gyeongsangnam-Do and
Jeollanam-Do. They formed a model of the painting of 8 Scenes in the late
Choseon, producing many works regarded as paragons by their followers at
Unheung Temple in Goseong, Songgwang Temple in Seungju, and Ssanggye
Temple in Hadong.

The pieces of the painting of 8 Scenes in Tongdo Temple, Seonam Temple in
Seungju, and Pyochung Temple in Milyang are representative, which were
made in the late 18th century about 50 years later from the above mentioned
works. Compared to the works made in the early 18th century, those in this
period were drawn on big canvas. Accordingly, description of characters,
buildings, and backgrounds was getting more magnificent and splendid, which
often caused the criticism that the degree of convergence lowered, but can be
regarded as showing their own aesthetic consciousness. However, the painting
of 8 Scenes made in the 19th century does not show any further development,

tied up to simple 1imitation.

- 158 -



The painting of 8 Scenes in Tongdo Temple, made in 1775 for enshrinement
in the main sanctuary by numerous painters such as Pogwan and Yuseong
among others, illustrates Buddha's life in intense colors on the canvass higger
than any other work’s. In addition to the great scale of the canvass, it was
made with somewhat florid expressions and intentional drawing lines such as
deep colors that gives an oppressive feeling, various characters, and congested
expressions etc. This seems to mean that it can be regarded as a transitional
work on the way to the following mode.

As results of the interpretation of the writing on the painting of 8 Scenes
and of comparison and investigation of icons, the achievements of this paper
are summarized as follows.

First, as the subtitle of this paper "-Focusing on the Interpretation of the
writing on the painting” refers, I have interpreted the writing on the painting.
Hopefully, this could be a certain help for those who need the interpretation of
the writing, and a basis for the future research. One should notice that this
paper concerns itself mainly with the interpretation of the writing on the
painting rather than with that of icons. 1 have tried to stick to the original
meaning deviating from a free translation. All the photographs of the writing
appearing 1n this paper have been taken by me with a digital camera. In
principle, the color versions of which are placed on the left side, and the
white-black ones on the right side. Next to the photographs, the contents of
the writing are written down directly in Chinese composition in order to
reduce miswritings.

Second, this paper explicates the relationship of Seokssiwonryu with icons
and the writing of the painting of 8 Scenes in Tongdo Temple. 1 have
performed iconographic comparison between icons of Seokssiwonryu and the

painting of 8 Scenes in Tongdo Temple with reference to Soasito and
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Chaitkhwangung. Through this comparison, we have found out that the painters
drawing the painting of 8 Scenes in Tongdo Temple groped for new ways of
production such as illustration of different icons from those in the previous
pieces of the painting of 8 Scenes, based on deep understanding of the icons
and contents of Seokssiwonryu along with reference to the previous pieces of
the painting of 8 Scenes. For example, the prints in Seokssiwonryu have no
illustrations containing the figure of Jeongbanwang sitting in a chair, and no
contents of the writing referring him. The painting of 8 Scenes in Tongdo
Temple also excludes him altogether. This shows that the painters created
their unique scenes under substantial understanding of Seokssiwonryu rather
than mimicked the previous pieces of the painting. The painters are worth
noticing in that they groped for new attempts based on the right interpretation
of buddhist bibles without simply mimicking the previous pieces of the
painting. In addition, we have briefly investigated Yuseong among the other
painters.

This paper also has found out that the painting of 8 Scenes in Tongdo
Temple cites authority of many parts of the writing on the painting from
Seokssiwonryu. It is recognizable that someone who had mastered Chinese
composition and Buddhist bibles transcribed the contents of the original text
into the part of the writing on the painting to the extent of no damage. For
example, 1 have compared Seokssiwonryu with Gudamgwiseong and
Chaikhwangung, through which I have proved that most parts of the writing
on the painting of 8 Scenes in Tongdo Temple are transcribed from
Seokssiwonryu  through  abstraction, abridgment, and complementation.
Consequently,

we can recognize that the writing on the painting of 8 Scenes in Tongdo

Temple has great relationship with Seokssiwonryu.
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Third, 1 have internally compared origins, calligraphic styles, and composition
methods of the painting of 8 Scenes in Tongdo Temple. Through this, we can
find out that the writing in the first-fifth scenes are transcribed hy an
identical person, hut that the other scenes show many differences In
composition methodology as well as many differentiated letter styles.
Especially, calligraphic styles and pigments of grounds for the writing in the
latter parts show clear differences, which make us conjecture that they are
transcribed by a different person. In addition to this, it is possible to
conjecture that the scenes after the 6th were produced in a different time,
which i1s worth investigating more carefully.

Fourth, the 6th scene has the most serious exfoliation of the writing. Based
on the contents of Seokssiwonryu, I have tried to infer and restore the parts
supposed to be miswritten and the missing parts due to the exfoliation. I have
had chance to fix and restore some of the miswritten and missing parts
hecause several attempts so far to cite authority of the painting of 8 Scenes in

Tongdo Temple still have such parts.
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