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ABSTRACT

The significance for plate armour excavated from the Gim
hae Dae seong dong 2nd tomb - duck's design first -

by Oh, kwangseob
Department of Cultural Assets
Graduate School of Gyeong ju University

Several remarkable features were observed during the conservation process
for the plate armour excavated from the Dae seong dong 2nd tomb in Gim
hae. The features are armour with neck guard( ), duck's design plate and
use of flat nails(rivet; ) to interconnect plate to plate.

If we are to benefit from such discoveries, such as manufacture and
techniques of building such armour, we will need to pay attention to
conservation of this plate armour. Besides, there is high possibility to find the
other plate armour having the same duck's design.

Despite of that observation and classification have been done about plate
armours so far, it is the first plate with a duck's design out of them. We took
take notice of the design on the plate armour including duck's design, dealt
with the relations between decorations and functions of them in this thesis.

As comparing the armour being opened to public with ones not being
opened, it is found that the functional aspects of the armour had increased
by time passed. The duck's design from Dae seong dong 2nd tomb is
thought to reinforce a part of junction between back and neck guard and to
involve the faith to bird's design in the same time.

Now, how should the symbolic meaning of this duck's design be
interpreted? The bird-shaped earthenwares are considered the model of
duck's design and the earthenwares are considered to have more ritual
meanings rather than politic status considering the way they had buried
together. However, the edged tools with bird-shaped barbs( )
from Hapcheon, Haman, after Dae seong dong 2nd tomb time, is symbolizing
strongly the social status.
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As duck's design was applied in ironware, politic and religious element have
been strengthened rather than ceremonious one. The vertical armour with
neck guard have already involved a little politic status with a little bracken(

) design, bird's decoration. As addition duck's design plate with
functional to the plate armour excavated from the Dae seong dong 2nd tomb
in the Gim hae, it is possible that is estimated the highest grade tomb in the
Dae seong dong tomb area.
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