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ABSTRACT

An Implication of Moral Education
in Wang Yang-Ming's doctrines
Lim, Jeoung-Ja
Major in Educational Administration
Graduate School of Education
Kyongju University

(Supervised by Professor Park, Sun Hyung)

It is said that a lot of problems relating to the social evil in the
modern society largely stem from the lack of sufficient theoretical
and practical grounds for moral education in which educational
systems need to take.

The most important problem in moral education for learners is to
realize that the serious oughtness about moral life on condition that
moral education tends to lead to moral behavior.

In this thesis, the moral oughtness addressed in Wang’'s doctrines
will be examined by analysing main theoretical contents of basic
ideas such as ’'the mind as principle’ (415%) and 'the unity of

knowledge and action (A3 3+<).
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The basic proposition of Wang'’s doctrines is 'mind as principle’.
It means that the standard(3E]), the principle of the existing of
things and the order of universe, is equipped with the nature of
human beings. He named the human nature without selfish desire
'Good Knowledge' (%4]).

It is found that ‘the theory of the identity of reality and human
mind’ 1s systematized in the Wang Yang-Ming’'s doctrines through
Confucius(&#}), Mencius("™#}), Chu Tun-1(5%=9]), Cheng Hao(#H Z).

Such a Wang Yang-Ming’s ‘mind as principle’ has started since
the theory of Chu-Hsi(53]) was critically examined. He says that he
has developed the theory, ‘investigation of things and extension of
knowledge’ meaning that we can join the reality if we accept the
reason bestowed with the things by the rectifying the motivative idea
in our mind by awakening spiritually.

Wang vang-Ming emphasized that standard(Z#]) does not exist in
the things and the recovery of human nature because all the immoral
actions come from the selfish desire.

So to speak, the standard of things as a moral sprout(A}¥F=]4)
comes true if the 'Good Knowledge' enlightened through the moral
actions.

In other words, the mind as principle of Wang yang-Ming is the

logical capacity of thought of human nature. It emphasized the
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realization of innate moral knowledge. It means if we reveal the
human nature without the selfish desire, we can become the
harmonious, rational and moral human beings.

In this case, he suggested the two ways as a way of ‘the
realization of innate moral knowledge'(*] ¥ *]). They are ‘exercising
the mind on the moral affair’ (AHg7#) and meditation(% 2}).

The exercising the mind on the moral affair is the study of
deprivation of selfish desire and then revelation of 'Good Knowledge'
(¥A]) through continuous reflection of own actions about things, and
meditation is keeping the nature silent when we have nothing to do.

Such a realization of innate moral knowledge connects knowledge
with action and make them united together.

According to his study, the knowledge that does bring into
practice. Although it is the unity of knowledge and action in the
state of the fullness of Good knowledge, it is not in their real life
because good knowledge is hidden by selfish desire(A}£-). So he tells
us that the achievement of the unity of knowledge and action
depends on the effort of the deprivation of selfish desire.

According to the Wang Yang-Ming’'s mind as principle, all the
things are connected systematically with the aspect of existential
principle of universe.

On the basis of the ideology maintaining that all things come from
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mind(FHE A A A, it is surmised that the destroy of nature and
environment is like to be the destroy of their own body.

The theory of Wang Yang-Ming saying that harmonious and
natural conditions of human beings can be achieved by the recovery
of his own nature through the moral life implies moral education

itself.
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