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A Study on the Carving Craft of
Stone Buddhist Statues during
the Period of Unification of Silla

— Focusing on the Buddhist Statues on the
Four Sides of the Gulbul Temple Sites -

Kim, Jung hwa

Department of Cultural Assets
The Graduate School, Kyongju University

(Supervised by Professor Chong, Pyong Mo)

(Abstract)

When we visit the museums or ruined temple sites, we can often meet
headless Buddhist statues though their bodies are remaining relatively well. The
academic circles have explained that many Buddhist statues were damaged and
particularly the heads were cut off by Mongolian invasion in 1238, Japanese
invasion in 1592 and in particular by the policy of respecting Confucianism and
inhibiting Buddhism during the period of Choseon(Korea). And as these
explanations agree with the records concerned to some extent, they have been
believed to be very persuasive. Of course admitting the premise that many
Buddhist statues were damaged by many kinds of wars such as Mongolian

invasion, why particularly the heads were cut off has not been fully explained

- Vil -



so far.

The author came to pay attention to this point and has observed closely the
stone Buddhist statues made after the middle of the 8th century and
surprisingly found that the craft of carving parts of Buddhist statues separately
appeared. That is, the head, the body, the mandoria, and the pedestal were
made separately in the process of construction and they were assembled into a
Buddhist statue.

In particular, in the case of the Amitahha Samjon(three Buddhist images) on
the southern side of the stone Buddhist statues on the four sides, the head was
constructed by whittling points on the rock considered to be a part of the body
and in the case of Gwaneum (the Goddess of Mercy and Seji(The Bodhisattva
of Wisdom), both the Bodhisattvas serving the principal image on the right and
left sides, the crown was constructed by the points artificially whittled in the
forms of topknots.

These kinds of construction were found to have been actively adopted by the
Buddhist statues on Mt. Namsan, which is also called Park of Sculpture and in
particular, in the case of the great rock cliff Buddha, the way to construct the
head by using the iron cores after the points was discovered. That is, two ways
of construction using points and iron cores came to appear almost at the same
time.

And it was found that as the seated statues on the pedestals of
Hangmachokjiin(the ways defeating devils with hands and fingers), Yaksayeore
Buddha, and Jigweonin(the ways of teaching with fingers) came to appear, the
craft of carving the parts separately was prospering as before and iron cores
were found to be used more than points in constructing the heads. Of course,
all of the Buddhist statues of our country were not made by the craft of
carving the parts separately, but the investigation of some of the headless
buddhist statues led the author to this conclusion. Accordingly, as the ways to
construct the head by using points and iron cores spread all through the
country, the craft of carving was mainly applied to the huge images of Buddha

with the beginning of Koryo. And the author has found that, particularly in our

- viil -



country, the craft of carving the parts separately has been inherited till
recently. For even in the 1970s, the statues made by the craft of carving the
parts separately were exported to Japan and other countries. Accordingly, it can
be concluded that the ways of construction shown in the statues on the four
sides of Gulbul temple sites was inherited from the period of Unification of

Silla to the period of Choseon(Korea).
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