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A Study on Maitreya Iconography
in Silla Dynasty

Lee, Heui Jin

Department of Cultural Assets
Graduate School, Kyongju University

(Supervised by Professor Lee, Kang-Geun)

(Abstract)

Maitreya(iffif#h), the oid India language is translated as Jassi(4[Q) in
Chinese. As Maitreya is a Bodihisattava destined to be a Buddha in the next
world, succeeding the present Buddha Sakyamuni

The representative Buddhism Bibles connected with Maitreya are The
Great Successful Buddhistic Bible of the Low Grade with the Buddhism of
Buddha for Maitreya translated by Guramajip, The Buddhistic Bible of the
Low Grade with the Buddhism of Buddha for Maitreya translated by
Chookbeopho, and The Great Dosol Bible of the High Grade with the
Buddhism and Views of Buddha for Maitreya translated by
Jeogeogyungseong. They are called The Three Bibles of Maitreya. The

statues of Maitreya have been carved in various forms based on these bibles.



The forms of Maitreya have been largely composed of Bodhisattva Statues
and Buddha Statues. And in the case of Bodhisattva Statues, most of them
are Contemplative Statues and Standing Bodhisattvas, and in the period of
the Three Kingdoms of 6 and 7th centuries, many Contemplative Statues
were carved.

The statues of Maitreya of the Silla Kingdom which have been left up to
the present are Contemplative Statues and Standing Bodhisattva of Gamsansa
Temple. The Contemplative Statues are in the forms of sitting with the legs
half-crossed but the statues of Maitreya carved during the period of the
Unified Kingdom Of Silla are in the forms of standing statues. In Chuna,
Maitreya Bodhisattva Statues are carved in the forms of cross—ankled poses
and the poses of half-crossed legs, but it seems that our country did not
receive the forms of cross—ankled Maitreya statues.

Considering the Contemplative Statues iconographically, they are the
Maitreya Bodhisattva Statues of the Dosol and so they originated from the
philosophy of Rebirth of the Dosol. Though the Contemplative Statues
iconographycally originated from the statues of the Prince Imperial who
entered the priesthood, they are the Maitreya Bodhisattva Statues who were
reborn in the Dosol after the North Je of China. With the introduction of
iconography, they came to have the iconographyic character of the Maitreya
Bohisattva Statues rather than that of the prince-imperial Statues. And also
in Silla, the Contemplative Statues were accepted as the Maitreya Bodhisattva
Statues of the Dosol and they were carved in the forms of the Maitreya
Bohisattva Statues.

The Maitreya Buddha Statues are generally in the forms of steaded
statues, and have the forms of the Statues of Three Great Persons(
Samjonsang) and the Statue of the Only Great Person(Dokjonsang). In Silla,
the steaded statues of the Maitreya Buddha Statues express the steaded
forms of Gyulgabujwa such as the statues seated on the chair like the
Maitreya Three Great Persons’ Statutes of Samhwaryung, or as the statues

in the forms of the Maitreya Buddha Statues of Three-Story Lotus Pedestrial



of the site of Yongjangsa Temple. But the Relife Maitreya Buddha Statue of
Mt. Danseok should be regarded as an exeption in terms of iconography.

The Maitreya Statues carved in the 7th century of the old Silla are
depicted differently in the forms of the statues seated on the chair and the
standing statues, but we can understand that the iconographic backgrounds of
carved statues of the Philosophy of the Past of Maitreya and the philosophy
of the All Justice King are reflected.

The Maitreya Statues carved during the period of the Unified Kingdom of
Silla are the Standing Maitreya Bodhisattva Statue of the Gapsansa Temple
and the Sitting Stone Maitreya Buddha on the Three—story Lotus Seat. One
characteristic of these statues is that the Maitreya Bodhisattva Statue is in
the form of a standing pose. It seems to be because the Bohisattva Statues
carved in the forms of Assistance Bodisattva Statues were carved in the
forms of a Single Statue.

After the middle of the 8th century, contrary to the earlier part of the
Unified Kingdom of Silla, the Buddhism of all the universe(iZ:#1%%) was
established, the character of the philosophy of Maitreya changed with more
concern for the thoughts of the people rather than for the sovereignty.
Though the Buddhism of All the Universe(Beobsangjong) was much believed
in, the examples of the carving of the statues are few. It is believed to be
because the carving of Vairocana Buddha(fE &) Statues was very
popular owing to the great popularity of Avatamska Buddhism(FEgc5%) and

Zen Buddhism(if59).
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