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ABSTRACT

The Buddha's images of Chilbul-Am  are
characterized by the largest size and the most beautiful
style among many Buddhist artifacts spread all over
Namsan mountain. These 1images are  worth
investigating thoroughly for the following reasons.

First, the Chilbul-Am images are well-known for
their large scale, qualitative richness, and various
forms.

Second, these images can used as an important clue
when we try to make researches into the main stream
of the Korean sculpture history. However, it's hard to

find any intensive existent research on this topic.



Third, the Chilbul-Am iamges maintain better
original shapes than any other Buddhist sculpture in
Namsan mountain, but they are always vulnerable
because of their outdoor location. Therefore, 1t is
necessary to keep the record of the images’ precise
shapes before they lose their original forms.

The purpose of this study 1s to investigate the
present state of the Chilbul-Am images in detail, and
to clarify the skilled handicraft and formal
characteristics involved in the images. On the basis of
those characteristics and the comparison to other
Buddha's images made in different times, this study
deals with the artistic property and the manufacture
period of the Chilbul-Am images. Furthermore, the
problem of iconographic origin can be solved through a
comparison to the Chinese and Japanese sculptures.

On the other hand, this study includes some
investigation of the Sabang Bulsang (four—sided
Buddha’s image) which is an important component of
the Chilbul-Am images. Also an attempt was made to
clarify the relationship with other kinds of Sabang
Bulsangs which was recorded in the Sutras..

This study reveals that the Chilbul-Am images were
made in the early part of the 8th century, at least
before 740 A.D., whcih was an earlier time than the
manufacture of the four—-sided Buddha’s image of the



Gulbulsa (grotto temple). This means that the
Chilbul-Am images were made in the earliest time
among the Sabang Bulsangs in Kyoungju area. The
iconographic origin of the Chilbul-Am 1mages was
derived from the Samjon Bulsang (three noble
Buddhas’ images) of Tang Dynasty in China, whose
iconography was accepted rapidly by the Korean
sculptors.

Though it requires more researches, this study seems
to be meaningful because it attempts to clarify the
formal characteristics, the manufacture period, and the
iconography of the Chilbul-Am Buddha’'s images. It
can also help understand the main stream of the
Korean sculpture history.



